
 

Infants and toddlers spend a lot of their time 
wondering. 

“What is that noise?” 

“What is that smell?” 

“Is that coming from me?” 

“Who is this person?” 

“Am I safe?” 

“Why can everyone else move around and I can only 
just lie here; why am I so different?” 

Although many of us are very busy, it is a good idea to 
reserve part of your day for wondering.  Daydreaming.  
Wandering around your mind palace.  Trying to figure 
out who you are and what you want to do with your 
time on the planet Earth. 

Unfortunately, school-aged children are investing less 
and less time wondering.  In school, students are 
supposed to pay attention to the teacher.  This might 
be good for learning but paying attention to what 
someone else is saying will not develop an individual’s 
critical thinking and problem-solving skills. 

A major part of critical thinking and problem solving is 
wondering. 

“I wonder why this process used.” 

“I wonder why we don’t do it like this.” 

“I wonder what other paths there are to the solution.” 

“I wonder what would happen if we did this.” 

“I wonder why this person is behaving like this.” 

“I wonder why this person thinks this is a good idea.” 

“I wonder what I can do to accomplish my goals.” 

Here is a poem about wondering by Richard Feynman, 
a Nobel Prize winning physicist. 

I wonder why. I wonder why. 
I wonder why I wonder. 

I wonder why I wonder why 
I wonder why I wonder! 

Often, wondering starts when you have nothing to do.  
Perhaps you are waiting in the doctor’s office or on a 
long plane or bus ride.   

These days, however, the opportunities to wonder 
deeply for a long time are reduced because of the 
access to smart phones. 

Many young people don’t take advantage of the 
opportunity to wonder because any time that they are 
free to wonder is often used by mindlessly scrolling 
social media sites to watch content that don’t inspire 
wonder.   

To develop the ability to wonder, look for 
opportunities to do so and inspire others to do the 
same.  Wondering is especially important for young 
people, as they are the future and we need people 
wondering about the future. 
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The answer to the first question is 19 cents. 

The answer to the second question is 7,412,080,755,407,364. 

The answer to the third question is 17. 



 

 

 

PHY-102 – Quantitative Problem Solving SP2025 
Follow Along on Twitter - @Gedanken_Inst 

All Quizzes, Exams and Worksheets from the class will be available 
on Dr Edwin F. Meyer’s Twitter feed @Gedanken_Inst. 

 
The course, which starts January 14th, will provide the opportunity for you to develop critical thinking 

and problem solving skills by providing challenging problems.  The textbook is available here: 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Probably-Good-Book-Kaylee-Yuhas/dp/0988588900 
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